
CHAPTER nlRE!!. NATURAL SL~) NG. (Pocnho nt •• COUD\Y ) -Roecoo'T, Bro llt'n Arbo vale '.'IV_ 
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ot el ~-.to Pocahontoe might be divided 1n two part, Froe the ehnd point .I.ID 

and -'ley' or lowland., Being .. very mountunoul country t h.t le. hi ghlo.nde flLI 

t en' 1 .e8tod~ n the western side ot the main Allegheniu, wi th high eleva i onl !.I 

it 1. 8ubject to aovere .. int.re. the valley. ,however ,being protected on 

a!ther dde,have Ieee severe winters. ·lDuril.rIi!.tp., summer month. the weather 

fa ideal seldom averagi ng over 70 degreee Fllhrenheit during July tt:.e wannest 

c ontb ot the )'ur. 

"I Seceuae of the wide range 1n elent10n and the varied directioDB at 

-tleh the =ountaine and- valleye lie, climatic differences within the !,;ounty 

ar. great. Through the woatern and Bothern part" the wintere are cold, arid 

a:-.d the 814mer8 ave cool with relatively tew hot dayej the lower Gr eenbrier 

U.,.r Valley and the ridg e and Valley country to the enet have Ieee 8evere .. 

wi~.r. .nd eonciderably higher eummer temper&tures . With a tew exceptions 

th . nith h are cool And i deal for deeping. 

Th. reeul ta of killing troats have beenb obaerv8d in a tew places .. e 
lUi • • June 20, and eo ne1derable t roet damage to tender vegetation hav. 

ob •• r.,.d .'rfe n ,t: .. ~ •• 1. July and Auguat • F~~ along the larse etreamlll and 

•• u.,.. tn the .pricg and f all orten pre .... nts the eevere troat danage that 

ICeIl re 1a • dJo1n1,." uplandl . 

.,. •• cUr.t ion 01 th, prl .. ll1ng air current. I:lnd their modititationa 

)"~t',nr-h)' ol .n t h ' •• t.emperat.ure vari ation of a. much a", 10 d.s rafts 

. ! an . A, __ .nt t 01 on. or t~ -11e.. - Cl1 t 
~ .". m_ e of Pocahont •• County 

,. a . .. 



• 

t Pas. 2) 

all taken out of pocahont .... 
• timber ie practically , 

Since the nrgin torea .. 
the air tendl to mo,", lengthwi se of the 

hare bacome .tronger i County ,the "lnde 
and the wind_ are deflected by the topography 

Greenbrier River , lo ng valley of the 

blow at right ...... 1 •• to their normal COUT •• 
of the country 80 that at t6mea they 'oa 

,,1 rde 
01.1. d at night, and in the wint.r time, 

i n general bloW' hArder at high ..... u e8 I 

t in Poeahontaa t.iounty and very r •• wind •• 
Cy clones aTe no'1& COIMIom occurance 

.to rms and flo048 that aT. out of the ordinary. 

an Accordi ng to the Weather Bureau etatlon at Uarlinton, .1 tuated at 

ele vati on of 2131 toet, the annual. (average) rainfall ia 47.?6 incbe8, 

< 
with average depth of enow 33.7 inches, and the mean temperature 1. 48.1 F Degree. 

Thhl bowever, i8 not representative of conditione in the plateau sectione of the 

r.o r ~t.-eutern part of the County. The Pickens station in Kandolph County 18 more 

i ndi cative of t he north-eaatern part ot Pocahontas (';ounty. it ehow6 an average 

annu al rainfall of more than 60 inches and a snowtall of 100 inchee. 

The rainfall ia well diatrihuted th rough the year. 1 t ie greatee during the ., 
ff [ 

r ur , sa:::aer, when needed f or growing cropeand pasture, and least in fall and winter 
[ 

The heavi est anow tall i8 u8ually in January and February. 

The .~erago froat-froe period Teported • u 11 t ~ 
a~ ~ar n on,1a ~ montha, between 

J 
16 • .n:! Octoberlet The laet kHling froat t I repor ed wae June 17 th and the earli.et 

th, • • f igur •• are nu t d f 
" 0 0 rom t h e Soil Survey of Pocahont •• County 

" ' _06 .~ 1938 ) . 

l l. ls .. Ill • • ,.. been a COQlon IDyi", and beli.f,by 
t he old tarmer. 01 Pocahoat •• 

• t .. t 1'1nd _111 kill their b 
uck-~hoat or injure it to the .. tent 

t111._ ..t •• \ r .. ' bu t. not. . uch &ra.1n. u. U • • 

. , 



l onUlly, 

. I 
r .ar Jan 

Annual , an~ Uaan prec1p1 t.Uon in inch •• · , ) 
S • L • Brown O'bur .. r 

r.b Uar Apr I Yay I Jun. July Aug 

.t uarl1nto n. 

1 
S.pt oct No _ De c Annual 

1813 · .•.. S • 49 1.722.91

1 

• . • 7 5. 80 . . . . · ... 5.32 1. 99 1.91 . .. . .. 

I 9' 1.81 3.391.8. 2.1) 6 • . . 2. 69 . . . . . · .... 1. 84 , . .. .. . . . .. • 

IUS .... 1.05 1 • • 6 ' . 41 2j1O ..... ... .. ... ......... 1. 35 1.82 4. 14 . . .. .. 

1896 1. '5 5. 26 6. 99 8 ' I 7. 80 I 3.28 ~~8 1.22 4. 93 1.08 45. 76 1. 2 3.74 7.71 

2.85 1 7. 06 1891 2.17 5. 88 5. 21 5. 59 5. 65 2. 74 0. 80 0. 95 4.08 4.64 47. 62 

1898 5. 61 
, 

6.7 6 1 9.15 3.33 4. 54 3. 85 3.71 60. 70 1. '7 5. 23 4. 32 5. 27 1 7.50 . 

1$993. 26 2.95 3.43 4. 01 1.56 0 . 83 3.09 41.93 5. 23 6. 28 1. 60 7. 68 1. 92 

1900 1.99 5. 22 4. 99 2. 25 2. 80 5. 32 5.69 2. 42 2. 57 1. 90 7.11 2.99 45. 18 

1901 5.98 0.97 3. 06 6.13 5.11 8. 71 8. 59 8. 03 .............. ...... .. ...... 
1902 .. .. .. . 

3. 69 .... .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . ... .. . 
1903 · .... .... ....... 4. 04 1.79 4. 55 2. ,8 3.30 1. 83 1. 52 0.93 2. 44 

190' 4. .11 3. 10 1. 12 3. 43 2. 98 ... .. . ... . .... . . .... . .... 
1 <;05 3. 27 2. 0J I 3.91 7. 578. 25 2. 60 .. ...... .. .......... .. . 

1 6 . . . • . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • ,I ...... ... .. .... ......... . I .. .. .. ... . . .... . 
190 ........ . ... . ... . . . .. 1 • • • • •• • ••••• • • • •• • ; . . .. .... . . ... . . .. .. . . .. . .... ... _ 

19081121 .)22 ............ .. ...... .... .. ..... .. .. . .. .. ' . ... I 
• •••• • • •• • • • •• • 0 • 

I <;09 
• ••• ••• ••• • • • • •• •• •• • •• ••• • • • 0 • 

• • • 0 • • •• • •• • 0 • •• 3.31 1. 9~ 3. 34 
I 'il!I '. 32 2. 75 0.59 2.50 2.67 7. 38 7. 09 5.58 3. 56 2. 03 1.14 3. 63 

.2 2. 23 '. 77 '.'8 1. 35 1. 97 2. 076.54 3. 61 596366 < 
"2 • • 3. , 5 47.40 
" 2.'6 2. 80 6 1 3 . 2 . 17 ' . 52 3. '5 2.67 1. 88 4. 56 1. 53 2.18 4.20 
, : 1 

.• ,.~'2 . :~7\:~~ ~' 5758 1
5
5 . • 

20 
2.85 4.70 3. 74 2. 02 5. 43 

5 • • 2.37 3. 73 5 
.22 1. 75 3.70 1. 10 5.30 37.53 

3. 05 2. 75 '6. 41 

J; J t o" 

.).. 4. 0t 

1.1 ' . 1 

. 3) 1. 8' 3. 3' '.'6 3. 90 4.20 
'6. 2' 4.10 2. 82 '.18 

1. Jl '.'8 3. 10 3. 72 5. 32 

l. ! 

.7 .... 

7. 17 ' . 8 4. 31 1.90 

1. 2 2.01 3.30 3.19 

1. 75 3.38 ' 7.88 

0 .9' 2.11 '5. S1-

. ... -, 



T • 1 , ---'-1 , 
Doc 1 Annu81 

y.ar Jan rob Uar Apr Nay June July Aug Sept Oct No 'I' 

1918 6.44 
I 

2.98 , 6 . .. 6.50 
I 

4. 38 10. 11 4.62 5. 60 4. 73 6.64 1,'2 5. 18 63.62 

1919 5. 84 3. 41 4. 6, 3. 11 6.71 7.11 9.20 ' .58 1.96 <. 43 4. " 5. 21 60.54 

1920 4.03 2.78 5. 04 5. 56 3.05 5.53 5. 24 8. 90 3.40 0. 80 4.75 4.37 53.45 

1921 3. 48 1. 59 3.49 1. 63 3.15 4. 14 3.09 3. 36 3. <5 4. 26 4/ 44 .. 62 40. 700 

1922 3.28 5.49 6. 13 3.33 5. 19 4.66 5.34 6.57 0. 95 1. 67 1.01 6.26 49. 8~ 

1923 4. 64 4.11 4. 38 4.31 2.71 3. 44 5. 30 4.89 2.92 1 . 53 4.01 4.82 47. 13 

in' 5.26 3.41 3.65 3.53 6. 49 4.54 5. 06 5. 85 7.68 0.10 3.11 3. 75 52. 43 
I 

1925 4.53 1. 64 3. 94 2. 85 2.05 4.38 6.40 2.48 2.27 6.93 4.16 1 .93 43.50 

1926 4.93 3. 94 ' . 27 3.08 4. 57 3.10 7.03 10.p6 3.005.44 3.60 1 7. 40 60. 92 

1927 2. 74 1 6• 68 ' 2.83 7.8" 2.60 4.05 4.56 5.55 1.29 4.28 4.03 1 4.18 51.23 
!!e&.ns 

4.08 3.50 4.30 3.45 3. 97 4.74 5. 31 4.90 3.10 3.11 I 2.93 3. 88 41.27 
I I 

Average 

I Hur.;ber 
~airrl 

_Dai"B. 11 10 10 11 11 • 11 14 12 6 7 7 10 120 

. I 

- . - - . 



, • 1 , ~ , 
Doo 1 Allnu.il 

YoOT Jan Feb Uar Apr yO)' June luly Au, Sopt Oct No" 
--

I 5.60 4.73 6.64 1.92 5.18 63.62 
I ~18 6.44 2. ~8 1 6." 6.50 4.38 10.11 4.62 

1~19 5.84 3.41 4.69 3.11 6.11 7.11 9.20 <.58 1.96 <.43 '.99 5.21 60.5' 

1920 4.03 2.18 5.04 5.56 3.05 5.53 5.2< 8.90 3.40 0.80 4.15 .. 31 53. '5 

1921 3. 48 1. 59 3.49 1. 63 3.15 4.14 3.09 3.36 3. <5 4.26 4-'44 .. 62 40.700 

1922 3.28 5.49 6.13 3.33 5.19 4.66 5.3< 6.51 0.95 1.61 1.01 6.26 49.86 

1923 4.64 4.11 4.38 4.31 2.71 3.44 5.30 <.89 2.92 1.53 •• 01 4.82 '7.13 

192' 5.26 3.41 3.65 3.53 6.49 4.54 5.06 5.85 1. 68 0.10 3.11 3.15 52. '3 

1925 4.53 1.64 3.94 2. 85 2.05 4.38 6. 40 2.48 2.21 6.93 •• 16 1.9343.50 

1926 '.93 3.94 •• 27 3.e8 4.57 3.10 7.03 10.~6 3.00 5." 3.60 7.40 60.92 

1921 2.74 6.68 2.83 7.84- 2.60 4.05 4.56 5.55 1. 29 4.28 4.03 1 4.78 51.23 

!!eans 
4.08 3.50 4.30 3.45 3.97 4.74 5.31 4.90 3.10 3.11 2.93 3.88 47.21 

lverage 
~'oer 

:lai'rq 
_D&~·a . 11 10 10 11 11 11 14 12 6 7 7 10 120 

-
. - . 
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Year 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

193' 

1935 

Ilonthly and AnnutU. Pr.c1p1 tati6n In Inch •• at Arboftl. 
frO:D 1~2" to August 1'40 no da)<. 1II1n1ng. 

" .S . Sutton Ob •• rver . 

• 

Jan ~.b Mar .\p~ Uoy June July Aug Sept 

1. 63 1. 64 3. 16 2. 05 2. 83 2. 68 6. 61 1.23 3.14 

2.91 2.50 2.09 . 48 2.84

1

2.39 6. 49 6.85 3.00 

2. 0' 4. 96 1. 43 6.58 4. 31 5. 121.15 1.693.72 

2.22 1 . 81 2.36 3. 50 1. 59 7. 15 5. 01 4. 13 I 3.18 

3. 09 0.97 2.79 3.30 6. 79 3. 80 2. 30 2.44 O. 13 

0.76 1.74 2.00 1. 96 1.09 2. 72 1.48 1.95 1.36 

0. 97 1. 99 2.13 2.n 4.21 3. 20 4.88 7.08 12.91 

3.13 4.42 4.10 1. 80 3.64 3.63 6.41 2. 31 1.34 

3. 09 1 3. 23 3.92 4.05. 5.25 2. 52 7. 47 3. 67 1. 59 

2. 06 , 0. 00 3.15 2. 00 2.40 2.83 2.10 3.37 5.77 
I 

2.68 I 1. 75 5.74 2. 52 5. 61 , 5.76
1

6.55 6. 583. 86 

Oct HOY De. Annul 

4.18 3036 1. 24 1 31. 3' 

4.23 3. 16 4. 16 "2.36 

3. 12 3. 05 3. 51 41. 94 

1. 53 3. 43 1. 54 39. 05 

6.05 3. 9 1. 08 36. 291 

0. 50 1. 63 
I 

2.43 19.62 

5. 38 I 1.11 1.39 2. 89 
I ' 

4.11 3. 62 1. 86 41 . 03 1 

1.41 0.95 2.26 39. 411 

1~23 4. 65 2.08 31.64, 
I 

130 1 3.35 1. 15 46.92 

1936 2.11 1 . B 3. 30 1. 55 2.29
1 

3.50
1

4.83 i 2.32 2.8 3. 7j 1. 02 3. 92. 32.85 

1931 6. 32 1.69 0.69 3.08 2.58 2.90 4.40 4. 00 2.28 1 . 8S!.~~03 10. 43 131• 23 
I I I I 

19380. 89 2.08 2.28 1. 78 5. 41 5.10 2.28 1. 93 5. 480. 65 3. 93 0. 65 32. 74 

1939 2. 70 5. 61 3.33 3.89 
, 

I 2. 94 4.70 9.48 1. 96 1.9 2.31 0.161. 31 39. 74 
940 0. 19 1. 72 2.90 3. 48 5.04 7.82 5.11 

, I 
I 

4.37 ... ... ... , 3113 I .. . . , 
I , 

J I 
• 



. - - ..; .. 
" c 

. ·· I~ 

Eleva\Ion 

. 

. 
. . 

2127f 

. 
. • . 
. 
. 

.. - rom , .. 

. 
. . . . 

. • 

· . 
• . 

. . • 

.-
I ,.' 

. :~ 

at !Arbo-nle 

.. 
• . .ve . 
• . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . . . 
. 

• • • . . I I, • 



Yo. 

1925 

1926 

• 

Llonthl), and Annual Snowrall 1n inch •• at Arboftl.. 
from 192' to April 19'0 no daye IIt .. lac_ 

H.S . Sutton Ob •• rver. 

!Fob 
I 1 June Jan Uar Apr lloy July Aug Sop 

22 . 0 T T T fr ' I . . . . · .. .. · .... · .... 
12. 5 15.0 13.0 12. 50 . . . · ... . · ... . · ... . . . . . . . 

Oct 

T 

· ... . 
1921 6.00 6. 00 . . . 1. 50 · ... . · .... · .... · ... . · .... 5. 00 

1928 2.00 ~ . 60 15. '6 18.0 · ... · ... . ····T ·· · · .... • • • T 

1929 S.OO 15.0 6.00 1.50 · .... · ... . · .. .. · .... ::::T::: . 
1930 8.00 3:00 T 3. 50 · ... . · .. .. · . . .. . . . 2. 0 

1931 5. 50 0.50 19. 00 14.5 T T · .. .. · .......... · ... . 
· . ... . 1 ..... 1932 1.00 4.50 9.00 1. 25 · .... · ... . 0. 5 

· .... J ..... 

1 
1933 5.00 2.50 5.00 , .25 . · ... .... .. , 

1 I 
1934 2 .00 17. 0 11.00 2. 00 · ... ..... :::::r::: • • • •• • T 

I I , 

1935 1 8.50 4."9 3.00 4.00 t · ........ · .... .. .... 
I I 

I 

1936 8.QG \ ~6'51 3 •• 00 !.56 · .... ... .. · ... .. · ..... .. .... · ... 
1937 2.50 10.50 8.00 1.00 · .. 'r ... '1' .. .... · . . . .. . .... . 1. >0 

193 8 4.50 17. 00 1. 50 1 .50 · .. ',' .... i' '0 • • • • 
· .......... . .. . . 

193 
927 .

00G·5O 0 . 50 1.00 .1. 00 · .. " ... '1' .... . 
::~~T :::: \ 191.0 \15.50 8. 50 2.00 2.00 

, . 
~ • .. °r .... i .. .... .. ... 

. 

• 

II .. Dec An"". 

T 2.0 24. 00 

1.00 ..... 54. 0 

1. 50 .... . zo . 

11.00 3.00 55.0 

5. 50 11.0 44.0 

5. 50 11. 50 33 . 5 

T J. 75 44.25 

0. 25 . . 16. 50 

9.50 9.00 30.25 

1, 00 8.50 41.50 

. 4.0 26. 0 59.~ 

2. 50 11.0 63. 50 

2.50 15.50 41.50 

10.0 7.00 
3
1
.51 

9. 50 7. 50 49. ZO 
I ...... . . . . . . .. . . oj 





Annual and Llo nt.hly Temperatu r e in DeSre.. ehowill£ the J.lU.1c.UIII.1lnd _ 

a.t1nenUftl per month,durill& the year. no datu mi .. ing from 1~2S to 1940 

taken at Arbovale by H.5 . Sutton cooperative Obeerftr 


